One of the more tender moments in a section entitled "Autobiographical Opening of the Field, in "a corner storefront full of intimate friends mixed with a few strangers in San Francisco" at least perserves a valuable anecdote. Or maybe it merely tells us that Ginsberg was always wUUng to write on behalf of others, even when he had nothing to say. What we know for sure from Deliberate Prose is that Ginsberg was a writer of unquestionable passion with a strong commitment to both poetry and justice. As Ed Sanders states in the foreword, Allen Ginsberg was "a great poet, a great American, and a great friend of Uterature who more than any bard in history helped shape social thought and poUtical change in his era." After reading this book, the hyper bole rings true.
